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110, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING li. COMMENTS 
Pilot had both ridar and visual contact, LePoss temp, inversion, Crying fals: 
Object described as hazy ghow of xed and returns on radar #7 and/or hi zt) 
eresn tlashes, with a stronger red flash VoOLts sne: 
occuring approx every third interval. Object | 2, Visual siehtine attributed + 
remained 5 to 10 ;000 ft above Pilot at all bods Canopis at 170 derreca tia 
vwime, td. No a/e in area. 2, Both ground and 50 des elevation. Sirius ct 35 de 
29 radar returs an interference. elevation in south. 
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heey aE 


T. QSSTION REGARDING DETECTING RADAR PQUIPMEN 
l, Uhat type radar equipment is invelved? Te} 


> Jas there been any recent maintenance difficnities? IF so, describe, 
Titeeup 23 Des 54 (day) 
lteering dot information incorrest, wrong altitude 
corrections, contacts 7-3 mi, or below 


34 what type modulator (i.e. spark gap, hard tobe, etc) is used in tha radar equipsent 
| sors Asx tube 
te “as the AFC (absonnhie fremensy scomrol) circuit of the receiver operating 


oroverly? Yes 


: S. fas interference from ancther radar set been observed recently, and are personnel 
Zamiliar with the effects caused by an interfering signal? 


|5, ‘hat type indicaters, "A scope”, @3 scope) ete, wera used to follow the target? 
7~ ‘hat was the radar scan rate? 20/nin, 
13, “heat was the approximate frequency of the transmitter? 9375 


iI, QUESTIONS GENERAL 


|\1. what wre the gsneral weather comiliions at the tins unidentified tarzet vas 
oosexrved? CAV 


12, ‘What weather data from nearby JS weather atations is , vad. lable on temperature 

| vs altitudes, bunidity vs altitude, and wind velocity vs altitmdsa? ; 

3. Was the target observed by any other nearby radar equipments? If so, give details. 
is 


Ave the operator and the aupervisor familiar with the effects of anomalous (duicte 
atfeet) propagation as they pertain to this type radar?. | 


Mag anomalous propazation bean observed to extend the ranyes of cround clutter 
by this radar at this site, and did this condition exist diring or near the 
Sims that unknown targs% was observed? 


‘4, “hat effects of rain storms and lizhtning have been observed on this radar? 
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7> ‘\lexre any checks made to determine if unikncom target could have been one of our 
own airsrart? Yes, oseative 


3. a8 any interceotion attemoted? If so, give details, Yes, couid not. close 
on Target, 


%, “as a visual and/or auditery observation wade similtaneously with stope 
observation? If so, give detsiled description, Yes, moatly visual 


TIX. SPNCIFIC TARGET QUESTIONS 


2 Olid any technical personne). observe the unknown target on the radar scope? Ip 
ave Shey deen questioned thoraimly? Wat was their opinion? 


‘as 
24 Jas a permanent record “traci made of the taryes positions as they appeared 
on she indicators? If so, attach to this report. (Plot on Sack of maze 1) 
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3e Ab what range, auimth, altitnde, and time vas the Sarest observed? 
10—15 miles, 15% left, unknown mt higher, 05202 2) Des Sh 


4. low did the target appear in size and shape aa compared with convantional 
sixverarft targets? Same 


5. Vas the target of consistent size, or did it change ravidly? 
(Nanged size on when moving away, 


6 Was the speed of the target constant or variable? Oxplain, 
Variable = kept same distance & altitude away 
as intercepter speed & alt. varied, 


‘Te Did the target appear “fuazy” or clear and sharp as compared with a know 
aixreraft target? Hazy glow 


83, ‘What other (aircraft) targets were observed in the same zeneral area, altitude, 
and time as they of the unimowm target? None 
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SUBJECT 
-NVESTIGATION OF JNIDENTIOIND ATRCRAFT 


AREA REPORTED C ON 


| WAC 471-Sonora River (EJKA,JB,LA, LB) 


A -ae 


F20M (yency) 


Inf, HQ, 34TH AIR DIVISION (DEFE sex) 


ee a ee ee 


DATE OF REPORT | DATE OF INFORMATION — ] EVALUATION ——s a 
| QL Jarmary 1955 _ 24 December 1954 Zebra 3-3 
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| °REPARED BY | Officer) SOURCE 


2ussell T. Newman, 2nd Lt., USAF 
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MEFERENCES (Control muimber, directive, prerions = etc., as applicable) 


APR 200—2, ADCR 200-5, CADFR 200~—5 
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SUMMARY: (Anter concise sumimury of report, Give: significance in final one- senteni e paragraph. Lin inclorures al lower left. Deyin text of report om AF Form 112—FPart Jf.) 


: Le Investigation of pilot report indicates the possibility of an unidentified 
aircraft being sighted at approximately EJKE1530 on 24/05192 by an F<6D pilot 
while flying a reutine Combat Air Patrol mission. The pilot claimed radar contact 
for approximately five seconda after the first sighting. Wis lock-on the sircratt 
then was broken and he failed to re-establish radar contact during the remainior af 
the aission. 


IXenneth C, Hite, Ist It., USAF, AO 2225222 
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2. Three wmsuccessful intercept attempts were made in the general area of 
DJKA, 2JKB, EJLA, and EJLE. Visual coptact was made intermittently for approxi-= 
mately forty minutes. During the second attempt at interception, momentary inter— 
ference was noted on radar sccpes, both in the F-S6D and at the 684th ACLW Sovacdren 
| Located at Davis—Monthan Air Force Base, Tucson, Arizona (EJKCO711). On the third 
intercept attemmt, the F=-d6D pilot was forced to break off the chase dus to low 
Suel status. No other kmown friendly aircraft were reported in the area. The pilot 
revorted that the aircraft behaved in an un-orthodex msnner while apparently 
maneuvering to avoid interception and finally disappeared in a southerly direction, 
om a course which would take it into Mexico or Central America, 


3. The possibility exists that sighting was not of an Air Force airplane, 
that if possinly was on an unauthorized flight over U.S. territory. 
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| lL. Overlay-WAac 271 (Unidentified track record estimate) 1 bh 
2. Recorder's Log (Certified true copy) 624th AC&W Sq, pp 10-12, Log #684~749-54) 
3. ADC Form 123 (Certified true copy) 
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Le KENNETH C. WITE, lat Lt., USAP, AD ) neny222, 25th Mghterintorer otar 
“Scuadron, Cavis-Monthan jir Foree Base, irisona, nilot of aireraft Fecéd, i345 9) 
7A nterrogated at 30/21002. His account of incident with unidentified oir 
cax®% follows (Mumbers in parentheses coincide with pilot’s position in 
velation to the widentified aircraft; see inelosure 1): 


ae was airborne at %4/0510% om a loenl Combat Air Patrol aisst oN. 

Cter olinbing to an altitude of 15,000 fast at an indicated speed of 350 ‘mot “ah 
’ Teectored to a heading oi 160° toward Nogales, Arizona, unier OCI roan 
che 684th ACEW Squadron {"Sniper® located at Davis—onthan Air Yorce Ease, 
“JKCOTI2L). 


be Ab 24/05192 I sighted an unidentified Plying object approcdratsly 
12 te 20 nautical miles northeast of Jogales. Since I was 50 to 40 nautical 
tiles northwest of Nogales, the wmidentified object was sighted from my eleven 
»'aleck position and appeared to be 5 to 10,000 2eet above me, heading om a 
150° veetor (1). 


Se Contact and cudy was accomplished when unidentified op ject vas 
over ‘jogales and approximately ten miles ahead of me (2). 


de. Radar lock vaa broken not mores than five seeonds arter Judy and 
at no time arterward was Z abla to re—seatablish radar contact. At this tine 
che unidentified object was moving away from me on a 180% heading, 


&- i chased the unidentified object until [ reached EJFEO715 at an 
titude of 28,000 Peet and an indicated speed of 350 knots (3). 


*, i teturned to Nogaiea and then turned on an easterly heading to- 
vard Douglas, Arisona, at an altitude of 20,000 feet amd an indicated speed 
x 3575 knots. 


Se ‘it this time I was visually monitoring the wmidentified sbjcct. 
+ paralleled my course st a distance of twenty sautical miles on my three 
si cheak position and maintained an altitude of approximately 5 to 10,000 fset 
above me (4). when I reached EJLEO521, the unidentified object was on xy two 
o'sloek hizh nosition (3). 


ne I turned south over Douglas (FJLE2721) and again gave chase, The 
wmidentified object was then on my twalva o'clock bivh position, also on a 
| Southerly heading, and moving away from me (6 and 7). 


4. ‘hen it beceme apparent that I could not close in on the wumiden- 
tified object, I returned to Venglas, Arizona (3). 


Je Dvwring the chase described in paragrapns 1,.j and 1.i above, I 
noticed a group of dota on ay scope while I vaa in waanusl control, ‘There is 
a posaibility that these dota could have Deen an interference oatiern or 
ground clutter return. 


Ice «When I reached Douglas, I took a westerly heading *oward Nocales, 
\fain the unidentified object paralleled my course at a distance of twenty 
nautical miles on my nine o'clock position and maintained an altitude of 
oppreximately 5 to 10,000 7soet above me (9 and 10). 


1. At Nogales I turned south and again chnsed the unidentified 
object (11). It was on my twelve o'alock hich position heading south and 
3I9INE AWAYs — 
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"26 iihen I Ps ‘yeached 4 the | approximate e plotted position o of “2gKE0903, = 
cms 2orced to break off the chase because of low fuel status (22). 


Me < then proceeded bauk to Davis-vonthan AFB without Auarther 
incident. rrival waa accomplished at 24/06002,. 


o- JL that waa ever distinguishable of the unicentiried object was 
a hasy glow of red and green flashes with a stronger red flash 9courring 
wpraximately every third interval, 


De The unidentified object seemed to remain 5 to 10,000 Peet above 
mae throughout the incident, ly altitude varied from 15,000 to 22,000 Peet, 


Ze JOB Fe SULLIVAN, ist LB, USAF, AS 2219672, SBAth ACLW Squadron, core 
twaller om duty during time of incident with umidentiried aircraft was inter 
vogated at 30/22002. His aecount of incident follows: 


ne Jt 24/0510Z, pilot of aircraft EN/15 (lst Lt Kenneth ©, lite) 
requested “light-froliowing to Deuglas via Nogales. 


>. At 24/0519Z%, EN/15 reported an unidentified object on his eleven 
o'slock hign position at a distance of 10 to 15 nautical miles, 


2. EN/15 asked me if I had the widentified object under surveil- 
lance in oy radar seone, ily answer vas negatives 


a. Aseording to information received from the vilot, both [1/15 and 
‘ne unidentified object were anproximately an caqual distance rom the obsery 
ing Sate. 24/15 was picked up on ay radar scope, but I was unable to naint 
Ae od ject, 


2, I then recuested 24/15 to clese in on the identified object and 
attempt to establish radar contact. 


2. At no tine during the sntire mission did Sniper Control have 
radar sontact with the unidentified object. 


2. At one time during the incident I had one or two 10° strobes of 
interference on my radar scope. This interference terminated defore I was 
able to determing its nature, but ita appearance waa similar to that observe 
om the seove during hich voltage Slashovers. 


, DN/15 repoxted scope interference at the esme time. 


2, I serambled no more saircrnart because at that time the incident did 
; 10% Seem So warrant farther, action, 


je After BH/15 landed I ehecked with Davis-Nonthan Base Cperationa 
; “or possible Je47 trarfic in the “lead area. i received a nezative answer, 


3e A revert af iocal military air trarfic during the period of the 
incident was requested from hase operations, Davis=-viconthan A473. The following 
-mert was received vie tolephone at 30/22452. 


om 


a, There were no outbound lights Prom 24/00012 to 24/07002, 
2. There were two inbound flishts furing the peried described in 
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(1) Adrerai’s B-25, 759843 arrived from Dallas, ‘texas at 24/96252. 


(2) Aireraft C-54, #72681 arrived from Travia AFB, California, 
at 24/06322 . 


¢. ‘here were two local Tlizhts during the period deseribed in oara- 
“Papa la acove, 


(1) Adirerart 3-47, 712420 returned to Davis Monthan AVN at 
hd O45F% « 
(2) Aireraft 3-47, (12433 was airborne at 24/0302% and returmes 
Javis-Monthaa AFB at 24/06162, 


dpe SRANK A. SAZERAM, Major, USAF, AO 532901, 359th | Pomber Squadron, 
commander of aircrait 2-47, 712433, was interrogated at 31/16002,. ‘is aceount 
coneerning the location of aircralt B47, 712433, from 24/9202% to 24/06152 
Jollews 3 


2. Lt 24/0302Z% Crew 2-55-00, 359th Domber Sauadron, was airborne on 
, Ofaining mission to Phoenix JES amd Loa Angeles 25S. 


be Route from Lavia-onthan A/B to Vhoonin, Slythe, Los ingeles, 
-lythe,  hoenix, Tucson, and Davise—tionthan A?S was flown as briefed, 


&e The returm route was as Pollows: 


(1) ‘le vere over Ulythe, California at an altitude of 25,506 
feet at 24/05592, 


\2) Our ETA at Phoenix, drizona was 24/06002, 
(3) Our ETA at Tucson, Arisona was 24/06102, 
{4) Ne flew VFR directly *o Tucson, accomplished a jet venetra- 
tion to the upwind leg, flew a normal traific pattern, and 
landed on runway 712 (Davis-Monthan i753) at 2Ay 052526 
De A report of local civil air treffic during the period of the incident 
vas >equested from the O.A.j., Tucson, Arizona. The following revort vas 
| veceived via telephone at 30/23002:1 
le There were two outbound flichts. 


(1) /{merican Airlines Vestbeund Tlicht #207 ys airborne at 
2d 94502 » 


(2) American Airlines “astbound Plicht 212 wes airborne at 
2h 042536 


b, There vers no inbound flights from 24/0001Z% +o 24/07002. 


S- Preliminary reports of the incident was received bY this headsusrters 
fat 28/17382 from Headquarters, 15th Pighter-I[nterceptor Squadron, The revort, 
dates as preseribed by AFR 200—2, paragreph 7d, was eaployed to provide basis 
AtM.s 
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7. \Weather conditions at time of sighting are noted as Potlows: 


te 


Ce 


U.S. Weather Bureau Report on winds and velocities as follows: 


Surface winds from 140 desrees 


Vinds 
Winds 
Vinds 
inds 
Vindsa 
Vinds 
Winds 


at 6,000 ft 100 degrees 
at 10,000 2% 2CO degrees 
at 16,000 2% 5D degrees 
at £0,000 *t OD degrees 
at 30,000 &s 040 derrees 
até 50,000 2% 310 degrees 
at 71,050 ©% 090 degrees 


Ceiling; ‘ione. 
Visibility: 40 miles.’ 


Clowd 


Thunderstorms in area and quadrant in which located! 


cover’; Jicne 


COMMENTS of Preparing Orfricerx; 


| Se An *moonfirmed report indicates the sighting of an unidentified air~ 
|oraft in the vicinity of DJKA, 2JXB, LILA, AND WILB at 24/05192. 


dD. 


neared as a blip to the pilot. 
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at O4 limots, 
at 02 knots, 
at D6 imots. 
at U7 mots. 
at 10 Imots. 
at <0 kmota. 
at 13 mots, 
at 14 knots. 


The possibility exists that the pilot did observe and lock on an 
Aeeording to his explanation, his inability to find the blip a 
second time was due to the apparent aircrart increasing its distance to a 

point cutside the -ilow's radar search range. 


‘here is a possibility that momentary cround clutter return ap- 
The Pact that the blip was in apprexinately 
“3e Same position on his scope as was bis visual alighting icd him to believs 
chat the two were the Same object. 


@.e Determination that the blip was actually the sighted aircraft 
zould not be made due to the pilot's failure to observe closing rate indica- 
sions on hia radar scope. 
9, The duplicate interference 2ncountered was probably coincidental. 


Qe The 8,000 megacycle Prequency difference between the two radar 


heeves precludea the rossibility of simultaneous jamuing. 
narmonica is also precluded, 


be ‘The basic description of the interfsrence observed by the duty 
controller establishes the probability that it was high voltace ars-ovor, 


| ¢. lo sonelusion can be drawn from the pilot's description of 
poterkerenes due to his admitted inexperience with such comiitions, 
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19, “The nilot's deseription of the unidentified object leada to ‘he 
sonelusion that it was an aircrart with a speed creater than shat of an 
‘=26D,. i? such waa the case, its behavior leads to the possibility that it 
as om on unauthorized Plignt over UJ. 3, territory. 


TUSSELL T, ‘iE WMAN 


Ond Lt., USAF 
Tntelligeacs Officer 


COMMENTS OF Approving Urficer: 


‘The primary intelligence interest in this revort, and any other resorts 
of similar nature, lies in the obvious wealmess of present detection and 
interception canadilities along she southern J, 3, international border. 

Vae possibility, however remote, of ferret or anooper Plizhts of potentially 
untviendly siroreft Prom areas south of the border should not be discounted 
completely, 


Cfuch. AO ete 


CHARLES L. JVEWEES 
Captain, JSAP 
Jirector of Intellicence. 


NG! Sor ie D 


eee = —— ——oe _— = ———— 


WARNING: This document contains information offecting the nation af clafansa af the United States within (56 rneanind of the 
Espionage Lawa, Title 18, U.S. C., Sections 793 and 794. [ta tramamission of the revelation of its cantentarn any manner toan 
unauthorized person ia prohibited by law. fi may not be reproduced in whole or in part, by orner than United States Air Morce 
Agencies, except by permission of the Director of Intelligence, USAF. 


4 


Ar :ocrs2 1128 Wacnmavoruso ta ela? "i (SECURITY INFORMATION when filled in) 
| " u. t. CO Lede TE eR °S4i0-1 
_ 0 x — a — 


rica Te ta na rg eoren jxan 


ASECVRITY INFORMATION when Alled in) 


SUPPLEMENT TO AF FORM 112 
L oaaiatacnad > | | REPORT NO. TIN CLA LASS SFI 
TQ, 243 34TH AIR DIVISION ION (DEFENSE) : sg 
| OVERLAY OF wac 471 


The han, i 


A a 


toa’ L t ' 
[\ea}7 4 5 ;* 


i} 
13} y pr | 


pe 
¢ 


10 


tHo° W 
| EGEND: | 

Li Hite's Acft----- - - 
Unidentified Acft ———— 


30° N 
UUNCLASSIFiED 


a 


as S— 2 ee = 


ee — 


| LU 


'VYARNING: Tita document contains information stented the national defense of the United States within the meaning of the 
Eapionage Laws, Title 18, U.S. C., Sections 793 and 794, Jts transmission or the revelation of iés contents in any manner to an 
unauthorized person is prohibited by law, It may not be reproduced in whole or in part, by other than United States Air Force ree 


a 


Agencies, » except by permseaon of the Director of Intelligence, USAF. j 
AF FORM | 2 REPLACES AF FORM 112-PART I, 1 JUN 44, wi CLASSIFICATION 
1 OCT 52 WHICH MAY be USED, —_ _ rng 


AF FORM 112—PART II ~ 
APPROVED | JUNE 1948 
_AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 
FROM (.igency) | REPORT NO, : 
— \ NCL wy Sit! CU 
iQ, 24TH AIR DIVISION (DEFENSE) PAGE 3 “oF 2 paces 
RECORDER'S Loc 
(SECRET WHEN FILLED XN) Charlie Crew 


al 
= 
—_ 
i 
IR 
fi 


Be 


TeSéD__ | CAP 


m } B S74 C 


qO | ) | Reeerder /3 3/ A 1/30. Woe to > inechowslt 
* Pat check mark { ) ih margin opposite first plot of each pens etrating track. 
4” “nter Identity only at time and position of Identification, | 


ADC Form 85 (SECRET WHEN FILLED IN) 

2 | De , — 2 ons Bt 

1O Dea 51 ' Af} \SSirit "} Rt yes. 
4 led Bf wit — 


ml 


NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE acT. “OU. Ss, C.— 


31 AND 22, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON |S PROHIBITED BY LAW, 
\T MAY NOT RE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THathmeitrbiD STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT SY PERMISSION OF [HE DIRECTOR OF 
NTELLIGENCE, USAF, “en odes oie | 
AIS A TRUE COPY Fs aay yee 32 
~~ (CLASSIFICATION) | JA—BSATORD U2, GOVEaN MENT Painting GHriCE 
: r. ERMAN et > 
and Lt.2 USAP 5 Pee oe ha 


